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DOCUMENTATION FOR Show_DBF SOFTWARE

1.1. Functions that can be used during Viewing / Editing a file

You can register .dbf extension to be open via this application (after the first launch or in menu Options)

On the form you can use several buttons.

Buttons No: adds a column with numbers of rows. Click again for removing the column

Button Bottom/Top: skips to the beginning or the end of the file.

Buttons Sort: click the button for sorting according to next column, right click for canceling sorting and displaying original view. If you want to save the sorted view, click Ctrl+S and enter a new file name.

Button Delete: deletes records marked for deleting. The records are marked for deleting using the very left (very thin) column with no name. Use right click for removing marks of deleting (recall all). Important note: rows marked for deleting are not displayed when you open dbf file in Excel!!!

Button Insert: inserts a new line (row) before actual row. Right click for adding a new row in the very end of the file. 

Button Modi stru: opens a form where you can modify structure of a given file. You can insert new columns (fields), delete them, change their order, change length of columns, number of decimal places, etc. 

Button Command:  type your specified query – Visual FoxPro command (it is compatible with previous versions of the software, e.g. DBF IV). Very useful and powerful function. Examples of used commands: delete rest, recall all, delete all for year<1990, replace id with id+’_r’ all for substr(id,1,2)=’B1’, append blank (for other examples see the end of this documentation file). Besides other you can also use Select – SQL commands, e.g. Select * from thisfile where length>10 (i.e. you can use words ThisFile, This or File  instead of the original file name). Other example: Select * from thisfile where Id in (Select Id from thisfile where Year=1950) into table output.dbf (selecting whole measurements for stations measuring in a certain year). If you want to process longer command or several commands at a time, put your commands into Settings\Run_commands.prg  file (each command on each row, in case you want to continue on next line  put “;” on the end of previous line) and then right click upon this button to run the program file. Note: if you are going to change content of a file, save it before to a new location not to lose your original data.
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Fig. 2. Viewing a data file.

While viewing a file, you can use keyboard shortcuts. E.g. Ctrl+F for finding a file, Ctrl+S for saving into another file, Ctrl+D to mark a record for deleting, Ctrl+W for copying whole row, Ctrl+E for pasting copied row. Press button with question mark for more details.
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Right click to launch context  menu with further functions  and hints.  

Click the header to Sort/Unsort,  Right click to mark the column for  Find/Replace function, etc.  


Fig. 3. Functionality available during Viewing a file

You can also right click upon particular column and select a function from the context menu. E.g. 
List cases of this column will give a list of all cases that occur in the given column. 
Filter (Show rows of a particular case)  displays rows with occurrence of an input value (works like Filters in MS-Excel), you can input expressions like: 

· B* ,


· >20,<30 
, 

· <20 or >30 and <>-999 
,

·  >'C' and <'K' 
,
·   begin> 1894  and  id='Average'  .

(d or d() will be replaced with deleted() …)
Right Click upon Column header displays another context menu.
1.2. Keyboard shortcuts

F2, Home, End 
– edit the Cell

CTRL+S 

- Save as …

CTRL+O 

- Sort according to all columns

CTRL+F 

- Find

F3 


- Find Next

CTRL+L

- Replace string

CTRL+T

- List CASE of the column

CTRL+B

- Blank the cell

CTRL+I

- Insert new row

CTRL+D

- mark / unmark rekord for deleting



    *ON KEY LABEL CTRL+U

CTRL+A

- delete rest (mark)

CTRL+R

- recall rest (unmark)

Alt+W
- copy row(s) to Clipboard (for several rows, mark them for deleting)

Alt+E


- paste row(s) from Clipboard

Alt+R


- Alt+W, Alt+E, the inserted row Chabec to Action=“cmd“ 


(in batchjob)
Ctrl+E

- open in Excel

CTRL+Q, Ctrl+F4
- Quit

1.3. Registering DBF extension with Show_DBF.exe file

In Show_DBF, find menu Option – register dbf extension with this application (HKEY_CLASSES_ROOT\dbf.file).  Then you will be able to open and edit DBF files by clicking upon them anywhere, e.g. in Windows Explorer.

1.4. Examples of Visual FoxPro commands (that can be used during file viewing/editing)

replace region with substr(id,10,100) all for len(alltrim(id))>0  

replace ID with alltrim(STRTRAN(ID,'B2','')) all 

replace Value with 9997 all for (Flag='T')and(Value=0)

replace id with alltrim(id)+'_w' all for (substr(id,1,2)<>upper('b1'))and(substr(id,1,2)<>upper('b2'))

delete all for length<10 

delete rest

dele next 20

recall all

copy to 15m_2001 all for year=2001 type foxplus as 1250  

sort on id,year,month,day to table_sorted.dbf 

locate for (id='0158O')and(year=1950) 

continue

append from table_A  for year>1900

blank  fields correl  all

blank fields value2b all for value2b=0

Select *  from thisfile  where length>30                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Select distinct id  from DBF()  into table uniq_id.dbf

Select id,name,min(begin_date),max(end_date) from data.dbf group by id,name into table seznam_3b

SELECT * FROM table_A a

   LEFT OUTER JOIN table_B b

      ON a.id = b.id and a.year=b.year AND a.month=b.month AND a.day=b.day

  into table OUTPUT_TABLE.dbf

Useful functions for strings processing:

SUBSTR(cExpression, nStartPosition [, nCharactersReturned]) - Returns a character string from the given character expression or memo field, starting at a specified position in the character expression or memo field and continuing for a specified number of characters.
ALLTRIM(Expression [, nFlags] [, cParseChar [, cParseChar2 [, ...]]]) - Removes all leading and trailing spaces or parsing characters from the specified character expression, or all leading and trailing zero (0) bytes from the specified binary expression.

UPPER(cExpression) - Returns the specified character expression in uppercase. Similarly LOWER(cExpression)

AT(cSearchExpression, cExpressionSearched [, nOccurrence]) - Searches a character expression for the occurrence of another character expression. Note The search performed by AT( ) is case-sensitive. To perform a search that is not case-sensitive, use ATC( ). For more information, see ATC( ) Function.

RAT(cSearchExpression, cExpressionSearched [, nOccurrence]) - Returns the numeric position of the last (rightmost) occurrence of a character string within another character string.

OCCURS(cSearchExpression, cExpressionSearched) - Returns the number of times a character expression occurs within another character expression.

LEFT(cExpression, nExpression) - Returns a specified number of characters from a character expression, starting with the leftmost character. Similarly  RIGHT(cExpression, nCharacters)

STRTRAN(cSearched, cExpressionSought [, cReplacement][, nStartOccurrence] [, nNumberOfOccurrences] [, nFlags]) - Searches a character expression or memo field for a second character expression or memo field and replaces each occurrence with a third character expression or memo field. You can specify where the replacement begins and how many replacements are made.

STREXTRACT(cSearchExpression, cBeginDelim [, cEndDelim [, nOccurrence[, nFlag]]]]) - Retrieves a string between two delimiters.
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